Apostles Defend Their Faith

Acts 5:12-42

FAiTHWGA\‘@gw

esting things of graduated sizes is a favorite activity of very young children. It

helps them begin to form concepts of relationship that will eventually grow into
sophisticated spatial and mathematical skills. Today’s lesson introduces the concept
of spiritual multiplication at a rudimentary level. Children are wonderful messengers of
God’s love. Challenge them to share freely as they grow.

INFANT
LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP
1 .
) Sing and Celebrate CD player
Getting | Listen to praise songs. Teacher Pack: CD
Started
4 nesting cups,
SCissors, tape _ Cut out the faces from
Ilt:acht?rtPactl;. the teaching picture,
aces" teaching and tape each one
2 .
_ '{ell Al:]OUt .Jlesus: | picture to the bottom of the
Bible eaI;_n I oW Jesus-love can corresponding-size
Exploration MUItpL- cup so that the cups
can stack one over the
other, upside down.
He's Jesus, He's Jesus Inflate a beach ball
Hear a song about Jesus inflatable beach ball .
- . about two-thirds full.
while bouncing on a ball.
3 Can You Tell the News?
. Clap to a verse and
Weaving | tell of Jesus’ love.
Faith
Into Life My Bible Snuggles or
Weaving Faith at Home 1 copy per child of the Remove the Lesson 6
o . “ . . N pages from each My
Take home their “Growing Growing With Jesus Bible Snuaales student
With Jesus” pages. page (at the end of the book 99
lesson) )

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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P Bible Point
Tell others about Jesus.

Key Verse

“The prayer of a
righteous man is
powerful and effective”
(James 5:16).

Weaving Faith
Into Life

Children will begin to
learn that God wants

us to tell others about
Jesus.
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TODDLER
LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP
1 .
o | et | o g
Getting oraise Songs g Teacher Pack: CD
Started '
Bible, 4 nesting cups,
-s;mss::rs, ;c’ap(i(- Cut out the faces from the
“ﬁac er i ach.. ict teaching picture, and tape
2 We Must Tell aces teaching picture each one to the bottom
Bible Watch the good news of the corresponding-size
. of Jesus’ love spread. cup so that the cups can
Exploration stack one over the other,
upside down.
More and More
Use blocks to learn blocks
about building the
kingdom of God.
3 Tell Others About
Weaving | Jesus
Faith Play a copycat game.
Into Life i ;
Weaving Faith at My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy
Home . “ . Remove the Lesson 6
Take home their per child of the “Growing pages from each My Bible
“ . . » | With Jesus” page (at the end
Growing With Jesus of the lesson) Snuggles student book.
pages.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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2-YEAR-OLD
LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP
1 .
|t | g
Getting orzise Songs g Teacher Pack: CD
Started '
Bible, 4 nesting cups,
scissors, tape Cut out the faces from
Teacher Pack: “Faces” the teaching picture,
2 Go and Tell teaching picture and tape each one
) Learn how telling to the bottom of the
Bible others about Jesus corresponding-size
Exploration | makes new disciples. cup so that the cups
can stack one over the
other, upside down.
My Bible Snuggles or Remove the Lesson 6
1 copy per child of the pages from each My
Tell the .GOOd Nows “Happy News!” page (at Bible Snuggles student
Create picture-
the end of the lesson), book. Cut newspaper
sentences to spread . . )
the “happy news.” glue, scissors, newspaper, | into 2-inch squares and
‘ washable red paint, a sponge into a 2-inch
3 shallow pan, sponge heart shape.
Wea_Ving Say It, Say It
Faith Do an action rhyme
Into Life telling about Jesus.

Weaving Faith
at Home

Take home their
“Growing With
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or

1 copy per child of the
“Growing With Jesus” page
(at the end of the lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Apostles Defend Their Faith 2

Acts 5:12-42

The Jailed Apostles, Miraculously
Freed, Return to the Temple

As described in Acts 4, Peter and John had been
brought before the Sanhedrin for questioning and told
to stop teaching in the name of Jesus. Frustrated but
finding no reason to punish them, the Sanhedrin had
to let them go. Now, after performing more miraculous
signs and arousing more excitement among the
people, all of the apostles were brought in and locked
up overnight. The Sanhedrin likely intended to punish
them the next day. However, the next morning, the
doors and gates to the cell were still securely locked,
but the prisoners were gone. Rather than accept the
supernatural release of the apostles, the authorities
apparently concluded that someone in the Temple
police was a sympathizer and had freed the prisoners.

When the apostles were approached in the Temple
court again, no force was used to bring them back

to the meeting of the Sanhedrin. Had the apostles
wanted to resist, the support of the crowd would have
made it difficult for the religious leaders to bring them
in. But the apostles didn’t resist. Notice that the high
priest didn’t even want to utter the name of Jesus.
Perhaps the high priest was afraid that the apostles
would make him and the Sanhedrin look guilty for the
death of Jesus. His guilt was haunting him, and he was
becoming paranoid about the disciples’ motives.

Gamaliel Advises the Sanhedrin

Peter, responding for all the apostles, was very clear.
Members of the Sanhedrin couldn’t disagree with the
principle; they just disagreed over what it meant to
obey God. Mistaken as they were, they thought they
were obeying God.

Gamaliel’s response to the Sanhedrin was wise.
After reminding the Sanhedrin of two people who
had commanded followings and later faded away, he

Spring Quarter Lesson 6

BIBLE BACKGROUND
FOR LEADERS

advised the Sanhedrin to leave the apostles alone. He
said that if what the apostles were doing was simply
self-manufactured it would go nowhere, but if it was of
God, even the Sanhedrin wouldn’t be able to stop it.

The Jesus Connection

The Holy Spirit is sometimes described as a “deposit”
assuring that God will make good on his promises of
what is yet to come. The Holy Spirit guides, convicts,
and inspires us as we grow in our relationship with
Jesus.

God has given his own Spirit to live in you, making
you alive, animating your soul, giving you his very
essence. Pray that God will help you feel fully alive.
You can write your prayer here.

Infants, Toddlers & 2s
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INFANT
1 GeTTiNG
STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do u u

Sing “God Wants Us to Tell” (track 12) to the tune of “The Ants Go Marching” to the
babies anytime during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with the infants. As you
sing, seat a baby on your knees and gently bounce him or her in time to the music.

ﬂ God wants us to tell our friends
Who Jesus is.

God wants us to tell our friends
Who Jesus is.

Jesus is God’s precious Son.

He showed God’s love for everyone.
You can tell your friends that

Jesus is the Son of God.

(Repeat.)

Sing “Tell, Tell, Tell a Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” to
the babies anytime during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with the infants.
“Row” baby up and down as you sing.

ﬂ Tell, tell, tell a friend,
“Jesus came for you.

Oh, my friend, oh, my friend,
Jesus came for you!”

2 BIBLE
EXPLORATION

Tell About Jesus

What You’ll Do ECom

Hold a baby on your lap. Place the nested cups on the floor in front of you, and point
them out to the baby.

Say: Here’s a friend who loves Jesus. Remove the top cup from the stack to reveal the
next cup. The friend told another friend about Jesus. Remove the cup from the stack

Infants, Toddlers & 2s Lesson 6
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Sing and Celebrate
Supplies
CD player
Teacher Pack

CD: “God Wants Us to
Tell” (track 12)

Tell About Jesus

Supplies

4 nesting cups

SCissors

tape

Teacher Pack

“Faces” teaching
picture

Tell About Jesus
Easy Prep

Cut out the faces from
the teaching picture,
and tape each one

to the bottom of the
corresponding-size
cup so that the cups
can stack one over the
other, upside down.

Spring Quarter
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He’s Jesus, He’s Jesus
Supplies

inflatable beach ball

He’s Jesus, He’s Jesus
Easy Prep
Inflate a beach ball
about two-thirds full.

Weaving Faith at

Home

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1
copy per child of the
“Growing With Jesus”
page (at the end of the
lesson)

Weaving Faith at
Home

Easy Prep
Remove the Lesson 6
pages from each My
Bible Snuggles student
book.

Spring Quarter

to reveal the next cup. Then that person told another friend about Jesus. Remove the
cup from the stack to reveal the last cup. The cups should be lined up in a row on the
floor in front of you. Soon many people knew about Jesus. God wants us to be like
these friends and » TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

< \WEAVING FAITH
INTO LIFE

He’s Jesus, He’s Jesus

What You’ll Do u u
As you sing the following song to the tune of “It’s Raining, It’s Pouring” (not on CD), seat
the baby on top of the inflated beach ball, and gently bounce him or her.

ﬂ He’s Jesus, he’s Jesus.

The Son of God is Jesus.

He came to earth and showed God’s love.
Tell everyone about him.

Can You Tell the News?

What You’ll Do u n
Hold a baby on your lap facing you as you say the following verse. Help the baby to clap
out the syllables of the words.

Baby, baby, can you tell the news?
Oh, yes, oh, yes, tell the news.
Jesus, Savior, sent from God,
Came to give us all his love.

Baby, baby, can you tell the news?
Oh, yes, oh, yes, tell the news.

Weaving Faith at Home

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Lesson 6 Infants, Toddlers & 2s
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TODDLER
1 GeTTiNG
STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do u u
Sing “God Wants Us to Tell” (track 12) to the tune of “The Ants Go Marching” anytime
during the lesson. Let children march around the room in time to the music.

ﬂ God wants us to tell our friends
Who Jesus is.

God wants us to tell our friends
Who Jesus is.

Jesus is God’s precious Son.

He showed God’s love for everyone.
You can tell your friends that

Jesus is the Son of God.

(Repeat.)

Sing “Tell, Tell, Tell a Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”
anytime during the lesson. Hold hands with a toddler as you sing, and pull the toddler
close to you for a hug as you sing the third line.

ﬂ Tell, tell, tell a friend,
“Jesus came for you.

Oh, my friend, oh, my friend,
Jesus came for you!”

2 BIBLE
EXPLORATION

We Must Tell

What You’ll Do ECom

Show one or two toddlers your Bible, opened to Acts 5. Put the Bible next to you along
with the nesting cups.

Say: The Bible tells us that Jesus’ friends went everywhere telling people about
Jesus. Hold up the nesting cups. When Jesus’ friends would meet someone, they
would tell that person about Jesus and say, “Jesus loves you!” Let’s say that

Infants, Toddlers & 2s Lesson 6
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Sing and Celebrate
Supplies
CD player
Teacher Pack

CD: “God Wants Us to
Tell” (track 12)

We Must Tell

Supplies

Bible

4 nesting cups

SCissors

tape

Teacher Pack

“Faces” teaching
picture

We Must Tell

Easy Prep

Cut out the faces from
the teaching picture,
and tape each one

to the bottom of the
corresponding-size
cup so that the cups
can stack one over the
other, upside down.

Spring Quarter
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More and More
Supplies

blocks

Spring Quarter

together: Jesus loves you! Let a toddler remove the top cup from the stack to reveal
the next cup. When Jesus’ friends would meet another person, they would say,
“Jesus loves you!” Let’s say that: Jesus loves you! Let another toddler remove the
cup from the stack to reveal the next cup. What would the friends say to this person?
“Jesus loves you!” Remove the cup from the stack to reveal the last cup. Let’s tell
this person about Jesus, too: Jesus loves you! The four cups should now be lined

up along the floor. Look! Lots of people know about Jesus now! God wants us to
spread his love to everyone. We can tell people about Jesus’ love, too.

Hold hands with the toddlers, and ask them to bow their heads.

Pray: Lord, help us to share your love and » TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. In
Jesus’ name, amen.

< \WEAVING FAITH
INTO LIFE

More and More

What You’ll Do u n
Help a toddler stack wooden or plastic blocks one on top of the other as high as he or
she can before the blocks fall.

Say: Each time we added a block, our tower got taller. Every time we tell someone
about Jesus, the kingdom of God gets bigger and bigger. God wants us to » TELL
OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

Tell Others About Jesus

What You’ll Do mECom

Enjoy this copycat action rhyme with your toddlers. Help them copy your actions even if
they can’t say the words.

Tell others (have children repeat “Tell others” and cup hands to mouths)

About Jesus. (Have children repeat “About Jesus” and clap hands.)

Stand up tall. (Have children repeat “Stand up tall,” reach hands over heads, and stand
on tiptoe.)

Shout to them all. (Have children shout the words “Shout to them all.”)

Jesus loves you. (Have children repeat “Jesus loves you” and point to others.)

Say: God wants us to » TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS and his love.

Lesson 6 Infants, Toddlers & 2s
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Weaving Faith at Home

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s
families. Available at group.com/digital.

2-YEAR-OLD

1 GeTTiNnG
STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do u u

Sing “God Wants Us to Tell” (track 12) to the tune of “The Ants Go Marching” anytime
during the lesson. Play the song on the CD, and encourage your twos to cup their hands
to their mouths every time they sing the word “tell.”

ﬂ God wants us to tell our friends
Who Jesus is.

God wants us to tell our friends
Who Jesus is.

Jesus is God’s precious Son.

He showed God’s love for everyone.
You can tell your friends that

Jesus is the Son of God.

(Repeat.)

Sing “Tell, Tell, Tell a Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”
anytime during the lesson. When singing, form pairs, and teach them the following
motions:

ﬂ Tell, tell, tell a friend, (cup hands to mouth)
“Jesus came for you. (Point to friend.)

Oh, my friend, oh, my friend, (shake hands with friend)
Jesus came for you!” (Point to friend.)

Infants, Toddlers & 2s Lesson 6
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Weaving Faith

at Home

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1
copy per child of the
“Growing With Jesus”
page (at the end of the
lesson)

Weaving Faith

at Home

Easy Prep
Remove the Lesson 6
pages from each My
Bible Snuggles student
book.

Sing and Celebrate

Supplies

CD player

Teacher Pack

CD: “God Wants Us to
Tell” (track 12)

Spring Quarter
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Go and Tell

Supplies

Bible

4 nesting cups

scissors

tape

Teacher Pack

“Faces” teaching
picture

Go and Tell

Easy Prep

Cut out the faces from
the teaching picture,
and tape each one

to the bottom of the
corresponding-size
cup so that the cups
can stack one over the
other, upside down.

Spring Quarter

£ BIBLE
EXPLORATION

Go and Tell

What You’ll Do u n
Gather the 2-year-olds together. Open your Bible to Acts 5.

Say: Point to a friend in this group. Isn’t it fun to have friends? Jesus had some
special friends. They were called the disciples. The Bible tells us that the disciples
went everywhere telling people about Jesus. Place the nesting cups on the floor in
front of you.

When the disciples would meet someone, they would tell that person about Jesus
and say, “Jesus loves you!” Let’s say that together to this person. Point to the top
nesting cup. Jesus loves you! Now that person can be a disciple and share God’s
love, too. Remove the top cup from the stack to reveal the next cup. What will we

tell this person? Jesus loves you! Now we have two more people to help us tell
about Jesus! Remove the cup from the stack to reveal the next cup. What would the
disciples say to this person? Jesus loves you! As you point to each cup, count aloud
with the children. One, two, three. Now we have three more people to help us tell
others about Jesus. Remove the cup from the stack to reveal the last cup. Let’s tell
this person about Jesus, too. Jesus loves you! The four cups should now be lined up
along the floor.

Look how many people now know about Jesus! God wants us to spread his love
to everyone. He wants us to be his disciples and » TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS
and his love.

Line up the twos.

Say: Let’s be disciples and tell our friends about Jesus. Instruct the first child in line

to turn to the child behind him or her and say, “Jesus loves you.” That child will then turn
to the next child and say, “Jesus loves you.” The children should pass the message until
everyone in the line has had a turn. Be sure to have the last child in line tell the first child.

Say: You did a great job telling your friends about Jesus. God wants us to tell
everyone about Jesus. Let’s join hands and pray. God, help us be good disciples
and tell other people about your Son, Jesus. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Lesson 6 Infants, Toddlers & 2s
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< WEAVING FAITH
INTO LIFE

Tell the Good News

What You’ll Do u u

Working with one 2-year-old at a time, help him or her dot glue on the newspaper square
and place it on the “Happy News!” handout beside the happy face. Then let the child

dip the heart-shaped sponge in paint and press it onto the handout beside the picture of
Jesus.

Say: Let’s read our picture-sentence together: “Happy news! Jesus loves!” Who
does Jesus love? Let the child respond. God wants us to tell the good news about
Jesus to everyone.

Say It, Say It

What You’ll Do u u
Enjoy this action rhyme with your 2-year-olds.

Wherever you go, whatever you do, (march in place)

Say to others, “Jesus loves you.” (Cross hands over chest.)
You can say it very softly: (crouch down)

“Jesus loves you.” (Whisper.)

Or shout it out loud: (raise arms over head and stand up tall)
“Jesus loves you!” (Shout.)

Wherever you go, whatever you do, (march in place)

Say to others, “Jesus loves you.” (Cross hands over chest.)

Say: We can P TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS and his love.

Weaving Faith at Home

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families.
Available at group.com/digital.

Infants, Toddlers & 2s Lesson 6
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Tell the Good News

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1
copy per child of the
“Happy News!” page (at
the end of the lesson)

glue

SCissors

newspaper

washable red paint

shallow pan

sponge

Tell the Good News
Easy Prep
Remove the Lesson 6
pages from each My
Bible Snuggles student
book. Cut newspaper
into 2-inch squares and
a sponge into a 2-inch
heart shape.

Weaving Faith

at Home

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1
copy per child of the
“Growing With Jesus”
page (at the end of the
lesson)

Spring Quarter
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HOME =
CONNECT"’

Sharing Jesus
It’s fun to help your
child create little
projects to share with
friends or neighbors.
You might bake cookies
or muffins together

to welcome a new
neighbor or take soup
to a friend who is ill.

To help your child
associate these kind
acts with sharing Jesus,
provide the opportunity
to place a sticker
picture of Jesus on the
container of food.

OK
= TO COPY

Spring Quarter

Growing With Jesus

Y our child learned to tell others about Jesus (from Acts 5:12-42). Your child
participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with
your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

INFANT

Can You Tell the
News?

Hold your baby on your
lap facing you as you say
the following verse. Help
your baby clap out the
syllables of the words.

Baby, baby, can you tell
the news?

Oh, yes, oh, yes, tell the
news.

Jesus, Savior, sent from
God,

Came to give us all his
love.

Baby, baby, can you tell
the news?

Oh, yes, oh, yes, tell the
news.

TODDLER

More and More

Help your toddler stack
wooden or plastic blocks
one on top of the other
as high as he or she can
before the blocks fall.

Say: Each time we added
a block, our tower got
taller. Every time we tell
someone about Jesus,
the kingdom of God gets
bigger and bigger. God
wants us to tell others
about Jesus.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
m  Use a play telephone to let your child pretend to call friends and tell them about Jesus. Then
place a real call to a grandparent or friend. Remind your child to say, “Jesus loves you.” Reinforce
to your child that everyone can be told about Jesus.
m  Together make this fun snack as a reminder to tell others about Jesus. Slice an apple, and put
two slices on a plate. (These will be lips.) Spread cream cheese on the slices, and then place
cereal squares to represent teeth. Point to the apple mouth, and say, “God wants us to use our
mouths to tell other people about Jesus.”

Lesson 6
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2-YEAR-OLD

Say It, Say It

Enjoy this action rhyme
with your 2-year-old.

Wherever you go,
whatever you do,
(march in place)

Say to others, “Jesus
loves you.” (Cross hands
over chest.)

You can say it very
softly: (crouch down)

“Jesus loves you.”
(Whisper.)

Or shout it out loud:
(raise arms over head
and stand up tall)

“Jesus loves you!”
(Shout.)

Wherever you go,
whatever you do,
(march in place)

Say to others, “Jesus
loves you.” (Cross hands
over chest.)

Say: We can tell others
about Jesus and his love.
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Happy News!
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lllustrated by Nancy Munger.
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