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God Creates the World

Genesis 1:1-2:3

nfants and toddlers explore their world from the inside out. First they discover

themselves as fingers and toes wave and wiggle and eventually find their way into
babies’ mouths. Once babies are on the move, they enthusiastically touch, see, smell,
hear, and taste God’s good creation. On their own, babies and toddlers won’t yet
connect the Creator to the creations they’re experiencing. But you can help little ones
begin to make the connection by telling them continually about the good things God
made for them to enjoy.

INFANT
LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP
1 )
) Sing and Celebrate CD player
Getting Listen to praise songs. Teacher Pack: CD
Started
> Teacher Pack:
: God Made Everything | God Made”
Bible Look at things God made. | t6aching
Exploration picture
Reach and Touch clean rock or leaf
Touch things God created.
3 .
Whisper-So-Soft )
Weaving Follow and touch a feather. Teacher Pack: feathers
Faith
. . . My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy | Remove the Lesson
Into Life Weaving Fa'th. a: Hom.e per child of the “Growing 1 pages from each
Take home their “Growing : » .
With Jesus” pages With Jesus” page (at the end | My Bible Snuggles
' of the lesson) student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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P Bible Point
God made everything.

Key Verse

“In the beginning God
created the heavens
and the earth”
(Genesis 1:1).

Weaving Faith
Into Life

Children will celebrate
the wonderful creation
God has made.
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TODDLER
LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP
1 Sing and Celebrate CD player
Getting Sing or listen to praise Teacher Pack: CD
Started | "%
Bible, CD player
2
The "‘.’°"" G.Od Made Teacher Pack: CD, “God
Bible Expener_lce different parts Made” teaching
Exploration of creation. picture, feathers
large crayons or washable
markers, My Bible Snuggles
Story Scribbles: Made 8&; dcg;r)gagsg”chud of the Remove the Lesson
by God age (at the 1 pages from each
Create pictures resembling gng of this My Bible Snuggles
God’s creation. | student book.
3 esson) 3a a1
i Teacher Pack: |-~ &
Weaving nature stickers
Faith
Find a hidden rock. clean rock
My Bible Snuggles or

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their “Growing
With Jesus” pages.

1 copy per child of the
“Growing With Jesus” page
(at the end of the lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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2-YEAR-OLD
LESSON WHAT %I:)ILDREN SUPPLIES EASY PREP
1 Sing and Celebrate | CD player
Getting Sing or listen to Teacher Pack: CD, “God
Started praise songs. Made” teaching picture
Bible, CD player, sheet
of black construction
paper, pin, flashlight, star
stickers, glue (optional)
2 Days of Creation | Teacher fa“kf D, | Poke several small
Bible Hear how God made featther(sf, Gotdhs gfeaé!g? pinholes in a sheet of
) h 1d. poster (from the Big Bible lack ; _
Exploration the world Postor black construction paper.
Pack)
large crayons or washable
Creation Sprinkles Sm:urkelr:,sgz)lﬁ,é\(ll)y B'Zl? Remove the Lesson 1
Point out things that : 99 p Py p » | pages from each My Bible
God has made child of the *God Creates Snuggles student book
' page (at the end of this '
lesson), a handful of herbs
= Creation Sing 'n’
Weaving Play large rock or flowers,
Faith Sing a song about other natural objects
Into Life God’s creation.
Weaving Faith My Bible Snuggles
at Home or 1 copy per child
Take home their of the “Growing With
“Growing With Jesus” page (at the

Jesus” pages.

end of the lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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God Creates the World N

Genesis 1:1-2:3

God’s Beginnings With Humans

The book of Genesis gives us the beginnings. Not the
beginning of God; God has existed eternally. Nor is

it just the beginning of our world. It’s the beginnings
of God’s working with humans. In fact, “beginning”

is the meaning of the Greek word from which the
name Genesis came. What better place to start a new
season than at the beginning!

Elohim is the Hebrew name used for God in Genesis
1:1. It’s interesting that the name is plural, but the
verb created is singular. Even though God exists in
three persons, the action of creating the universe was
unified.

God’s Creation Was Good

Genesis 1:1-2:3 describes a vast variety of things God
created, but the focus isn’t so much on the creation
as it is on the Creator. Nine times in this passage we
read “God said” and then some variation of “and it
was s0.” God spoke our universe, our planet, and
humankind into existence. And what God did was
good.

The word translated “good” here is a common Hebrew
word that, like our word good, can have several
meanings. Here, it likely has no moral connotation but
means “just as it should be.” God looked at what he
had done and knew it was right.

After Creating, God Rested

God was creating a bountiful, beautiful home for the
treasured beings that he created last. Notice that God
created many of each thing: not just one tree, but
“seed-bearing plants and trees...according to their
various kinds”; not just one star, but “lights in the
expanse of the sky”; not just one fish, but “every living
and moving thing with which the water teems.” God

Fall Quarter Lesson 1

BIBLE BACKGROUND
FOR LEADERS

prepared a marvelous earth for his crowning creation
to enjoy. And then God created humans. We’re a vital
part of everything good that God made.

When God finished creating the heavens and the earth
“in all their vast array,” he rested. Why? God wasn’t
tired. God didn’t need to rest. No, God rested as a
signal that Creation was complete. The seventh day
became a holy day—a day to reflect on the wonder of
what God had done, a day to smile and to know that it
was good.

The Jesus Connection

God’s creation is inspiring, and the gift of his Son is
lifesaving. Thank God for the beauty of life in nature
and in our hearts through a relationship with Jesus!
Show love for God’s creation during the lesson this
week, and help others see that the Creator has given
them new life through Jesus as well.

What in nature amazes you? Oceans of beautifully
colored fish? Massive forests? Take some time

to appreciate the creativity of God’s design, and
consider how God has designed your life, too. You
can write your prayer here.

Infants, Toddlers & 2s
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INFANT
1 GeTTiNG
STARTED
[ |

u Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download the
99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do U
Sing “Thank You, Thank You, God” (track 2 on the CD) to the tune of “Ten Little Indians”
as you rock, feed, or play with the infants.

ﬂ God made the land, and
God made the sea.

Happy, happy we will be.
Look around at all we see!
Thank you, thank you, God.
(Repeat 2x.)

Afterward, say: » GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

As you sing “God, the Maker” (not on the CD) to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell,”
gently touch each baby’s arms, legs, hands, and feet. Give babies gentle hugs, and tell
them that God made them in a wonderful way.

ﬂ God made the world.
God made the world.

In my Bible book it says
God made the world.

God made your arms and legs.
God made your hands and feet.
In my Bible book it says

God made you very sweet.

Afterward, say: » GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

Infants, Toddlers & 2s Lesson 1
[ |

Sing and Celebrate

Supplies

CD player

Teacher Pack

CD: “Thank You, Thank
You, God” (track 2)

Fall Quarter
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God Made Everything
Supplies
Teacher Pack

“God Made” teaching
picture

Reach and Touch
Supplies

clean rock or leaf

Whisper-So-Soft
Supplies

Teacher Pack
feather

Fall Quarter

2 BBLE
EXPLORATION

God Made Everything

What You’ll Do u u
As crawlers are playing on the floor or as you hold an infant, show the “God Made”
teaching picture and point out the various elements.

Say: Look. See the flowers. Touch the flowers. God made the flowers. The Bible
tells us God made everything. Let’s find the doggies. Help the babies find the dogs
in the picture. Older babies may be able to point to them themselves. God made the
doggies. The Bible tells us » GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

= WEAVING FAITH
INTO LIFE

Reach and Touch

What You’ll Do U

Get down on the floor with the baby for this activity. Lay the infant on his or her tummy.
Place a clean nature object, such as a large rock or a large leaf, or a stuffed animal just
out of reach. Say: God made [the object]. Can you reach out and touch [the object]?
» GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

Whisper-So-Soft

What You’ll Do u u

Slowly wave a feather in front of the baby’s face. Watch to see if the baby’s eyes are
tracking the feather’s movement. Gently stroke the baby’s head, arms, and tummy with
the feather. Older babies will also enjoy holding the feather in one hand.

Whisper: I’'m glad God made birds. I’'m glad God gave soft feathers to the birds. I'm
glad » GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

Lesson 1
[ |

Infants, Toddlers & 2s
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Weaving Faith at Home

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s
families. Available at group.com/digital.

TODDLER

1 GeTTiNG
STARTED

u Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download the
99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do U
Sing “Thank You, Thank You, God” (track 2 on the CD) to the tune of “Ten Little Indians”
anytime during the lesson.

ﬂ God made the land, and
God made the sea.

Happy, happy we will be.
Look around at all we see!
Thank you, thank you, God.
(Repeat 2x.)

Afterward, say: » GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

Add the following motions to “God, the Maker” (not on the CD) as you sing to the tune of
“The Farmer in the Dell.”

ﬂ God made the world. (point up to heaven; then trace a circle with hands)
God made the world. (point up to heaven; then trace a circle with hands)

In my Bible book it says (open hands like a book)

God made the world. (point up to heaven; then trace a circle with hands)

Infants, Toddlers & 2s
[ |
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Weaving Faith at

Home

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1
copy per child of the
“Growing With Jesus”
page (at the end of the
lesson)

Weaving Faith

at Home

Easy Prep
Remove the Lesson 1
pages from each My
Bible Snuggles student
book.

Sing and Celebrate

Supplies

CD player

Teacher Pack

CD: “Thank You, Thank
You, God” (track 2)

Fall Quarter
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The World God Made

Supplies

Bible

CD player

Teacher Pack

“God Made” teaching
picture

feathers

CD: “Thank You, Thank
You, God” (track 2)

Fall Quarter

God made your arms and legs. (touch arms and then legs)
God made your hands and feet. (fouch hands and then feet)
In my Bible book it says (open hands like a book)

God made you very sweet. (hug self)

Afterward, say: »» GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

2 BBLE
EXPLORATION

The World God Made

What You’ll Do U
Gather a group of toddlers together, and show them the “God Made” teaching picture.

Then open your Bible to Genesis 1:1-2:3, and tell children this is God’s special book.

Say: The Bible tells us God created the world. » GOD MADE EVERYTHING. We’re
going to learn about what God made. Cover your eyes. Show children how to do this.
It’s nighttime, and it’s dark. Open your eyes. Show children how to do this. Now it’s
day. First God made the night, and then he made the day.

The next day, God made the sky. Hold out your hands to feel the wind. Blow on
children’s hands, and then point to the sky in the “God Made” teaching picture. God
made rain. God made plants and trees to grow. Invite a child to touch a tree or flower
in the picture.

God made the sun and the moon. And God put some very special twinkling stars
in the sky. Show the children how to open and close their fingers to make “twinkling”
stars.

God made the birds and butterflies. » GOD MADE EVERYTHING. Pass around the
feathers. Have children point to a bird or butterfly in the picture. Then have them flap
their arms and fly like butterflies.

God made animals. Hold up the “God Made” teaching picture, and ask the children
to point to an animal. Have kids bark like dogs and meow like cats. » GOD MADE
EVERYTHING. God even made a day to rest. Let’s lie down to rest and listen to a
song about what God made.

Play “Thank You, Thank You, God” (track 2 on the CD) softly while children rest.

Lesson 1 Infants, Toddlers & 2s
[ |
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= \WEAVING FAITH
INTO LIFE

Story Scribbles: Made by God

What You’ll Do U

Set out crayons or washable markers, copies of the “God Creates” page, and the nature
stickers from the Teacher Pack. Let each child choose a flower sticker. Help children
identify the pictures on their stickers and then place the stickers on their pictures. Let
toddlers color their pictures.

Say: P GOD MADE EVERYTHING. Let’s find the tree in the picture. God made the
tree. Touch the flower. God made the flower. Touch the sheep. God made sheep.

Rock 'n’ Seek

What You’ll Do u L

Place a clean, fist-sized rock on the floor for toddlers to touch. Gather toddlers in a
circle around the rock, and lead them in singing “God, the Maker” (not on the CD) to the
tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.” For a third verse, use the words “God made the rock.”

ﬂ God made the world. (point up to heaven; then trace a circle with hands)
God made the world. (point up to heaven; then trace a circle with hands)

In my Bible book it says (open hands like a book)

God made the world. (point up to heaven; then trace a circle with hands)

God made your arms and legs. (touch arms and then legs)
God made your hands and feet. (touch hands and then feet)
In my Bible book it says (open hands like a book)

God made you very sweet. (hug self)

During the third verse, have children cover their eyes while you hide the rock in an easy-
to-spot location.

Say: Where’s the rock? Let’s find the rock. Continue hiding and finding the rock
as long as toddlers are interested. Say: God made this rock. » GOD MADE
EVERYTHING.

Weaving Faith at Home

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing on
the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Infants, Toddlers & 2s
[ |
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Story Scribbles: Made

by God

Supplies

large crayons or
washable markers

My Bible Snuggles or 1
copy per child of the
“God Creates” page (at
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack

nature stickers

Story Scribbles: Made
by God

Easy Prep
Remove the Lesson 1
pages from each My
Bible Snuggles student
book.)

Rock ’'n’ Seek
Supplies

clean rock

Weaving Faith

at Home

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1
copy per child of the
“Growing With Jesus”
page (at the end of the
lesson)

Fall Quarter
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Sing and Celebrate
Supplies
CD player
Teacher Pack

CD: “Thank You, Thank
You, God” (track 2)

“God Made” teaching
picture

Fall Quarter

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s
families. Available at group.com/digital.

2-YEAR-OLD

1 GeTTiING
STARTED

u Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download the
99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do u u
Sing “Thank You, Thank You, God” (track 2 on the CD) to the tune of “Ten Little Indians”
with 2-year-olds anytime during the lesson.

ﬂ God made the land, and
God made the sea.

Happy, happy we will be.
Look around at all we see!
Thank you, thank you, God.
(Repeat 2x.)

Afterward, say: » GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

As 2-year-olds sing “God, the Maker” (not on the CD) to the tune of “The Farmer in

the Dell,” have them point to items in the “God Made” teaching picture and make up
new verses about things God made. As you repeat this song, add additional verses by
naming specific things God made. For example, instead of “God made the world,” sing
“God made the trees” or “God made flowers.”

ﬂ God made the world.
God made the world.

In my Bible book it says
God made the world.

God made your arms and legs.
God made your hands and feet.
In my Bible book it says

God made you very sweet.

Afterward, say: » GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

Lesson 1 Infants, Toddlers & 2s
[ |
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2 BIBLE
EXPLORATION

Days of Creation

What You’ll Do U
Gather children together. Set the “God’s Creation” poster on the floor. Open your Bible to
Genesis 1:1-2:3, and tell children this is God’s special book.

Say: The Bible says God created the world. » GOD MADE EVERYTHING. We’re going
to learn about what God made. Cover your eyes. It’s nighttime, and it’s dark. Open
your eyes. That’s day one. First God made the night (cover your eyes), and then he
made the day. (Open your eyes.)

The next day, God made the sky. Hold out your hands while | blow on them. Blow on
children’s hands. Point to the sky on the “God’s Creation” poster. God made rain and
show, lakes, rivers, and big, wide oceans. It’s the end of day two. Cover your eyes. It’s
night again.

Open your eyes. Now it’s day three. God made plants and trees to grow. Invite a child
to touch a tree or flower in the poster. Let’s crouch down in a ball like a little seed. Now
start to grow into a big, tall tree. Stand up tall. Your arms can be your branches. After
God made plants and trees, it was night again. Let’s cover our eyes.

Open your eyes. On day four God made the sun and the moon. At the end of the day,
God put some very special little lights in the sky. They’re called stars. Have a helper turn
off the lights. Shine a flashlight behind a sheet of black construction paper with pinholes in it
so the children can see the “stars.” Have children put star stickers on the sky in the poster.

Day four has ended. Cover your eyes. Have the helper turn on the lights. Open your
eyes. Now it’s day five. God made the birds and butterflies in the sky. » GOD MADE
EVERYTHING. Pass around the feathers.

Ask: What did God make that has feathers? Help children point to a bird on the “God’s
Creation” poster, and place or glue the feather onto the bird.

Say: It’s the end of the fifth day, so let’s close our eyes. Now open your eyes. On
day six God made animals. Have children point to an animal in the picture. Direct the
children to crawl and bark like dogs.

Day six is over, and it’s nighttime again. Let’s close our eyes. Open your eyes. » GOD
MADE EVERYTHING. He even made a day to rest. Let’s lie down to rest and listen to a
song about what God has made.

Play “Thank You, Thank You, God” (track 2 on the CD) softly while the children rest.

Infants, Toddlers & 2s Lesson 1
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Days of Creation
Supplies
Bible
CD player

sheet of black
construction paper

pin

flashlight

star stickers

glue (optional)

Teacher Pack

CD: “Thank You, Thank
You, God” (track 2)

feathers

“God’s Creation” poster
(from the Big Bible
Poster Pack)

Days of Creation
Easy Prep
Poke several

small pinholes in

a sheet of black
construction paper.

Fall Quarter
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Creation Sprinkles
Supplies

large crayons or
washable markers

glue

My Bible Snuggles or 1
copy per child of the
“God Creates” page (at
the end of this lesson)

a handful of herbs

| ALLERGY
= ALERT

Creation Sprinkles
Easy Prep
Remove the Lesson 1
pages from each My
Bible Snuggles student
book.

Creation Sing ’'n’ Play
Supplies

large rock or flowers
other natural objects

Weaving Faith

at Home

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1
copy per child of the
“Growing With Jesus”
page (at the end of the
lesson)

Fall Quarter

= WEAVING FAITH
INTO LIFE

Creation Sprinkles

What You’ll Do u u
Set out large crayons or washable markers, glue, and copies of the “God Creates” page.
(You may want to put a plastic tablecloth under your space for easier cleanup.)

Hold out a handful of herbs, such as mint and basil, and invite children to smell them.
Say: P GOD MADE EVERYTHING. Smell some of the pretty plants God made.

Help children dot green on the trees on their handouts. Say: » GOD MADE EVERYTHING.
Let’s see what things God has made in this picture. Who can find a tree? Who can find
a butterfly? » GOD MADE EVERYTHING. Let children color their pictures.

Creation Sing 'n’ Play

What You’ll Do U

Help a small group of children hold hands and gather around nature objects such as
a large rock, flowers, and sticks. Choose a child to select a nature object and stand in
the center of the circle. Lead children in singing “God, the Maker” (not on the CD) to
the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.” As you sing, replace “world” with the name of the
object the child selected. For example, you might sing “God made the rock” or “God
made the flower.” Continue until each child has had a turn.

ﬂ God made the world.
God made the world.

In my Bible book it says
God made the world.

Then have children sit. Give each child a nature object. Help children thank God for each
item they’re holding. Close by saying: Thank you, God! » GOD MADE EVERYTHING.

Weaving Faith at Home

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Lesson 1
[ |
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Growing With Jesus

Y our child learned that God made everything (from Genesis 1:1-2:3). Your child
participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with
your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

INFANT

Reach and Touch

Get on the floor with your
baby for this activity. Lay
your infant on his or her
tummy. Place a clean
nature object, such as a
large rock or a large leaf,
just out of reach. Tell your
baby that God made the
object, and encourage him
or her to reach out, move
toward the object, and
touch it.

Say: God made
everything!

TODDLER

Rock 'n’ Seek

Place a clean, fist-sized
rock on the floor for your
toddler to touch.

Then have your child
cover his or her eyes while
you hide the rock in the
room.

Say: Where’s the rock?
Let’s go find the rock.
Continue hiding and
finding the rock as long as
your toddler is interested.

Say: God made this rock.
God made everything.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
m Play Peekaboo with a blanket for “day and night.” Explain to your child that God made day and
night. Play with stuffed animals and dolls for “animals and people.” Help your child thank God for
making everything—including us!
= When you go on a walk or a hike, consider allowing your child to walk (or crawl) at his or her own
pace for a little while. Rather than pointing out what you find interesting, allow your child to point
out what he or she finds interesting. How fun it is to see what grabs a young child’s attention!

Infants, Toddlers & 2s

2-YEAR-OLD

Creation Sing 'n’
Play

Set out nature objects
such as a large rock,
flowers, and sticks. Sing
“God, the Maker” to the
tune of “The Farmer in the
Dell” replacing “world”
with each object.

God made the world.
God made the world.
In my Bible book it says
God made the world.

Help your child thank God
for each of the objects.

Say: God made
everything!

Lesson 1
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m HOME

CONNECT"®

God Made It All
Infants and toddlers
explore their world
from the inside out.
First they discover
themselves as fingers
and toes wave and
wiggle and eventually
find their way into
babies’ mouths. Once
babies are on the move,
they enthusiastically
touch, see, smell, hear,
and taste God’s good
creation. On their own,
babies and toddlers
won’t yet connect the
Creator to the creations
they’re experiencing.
But you can help your
child begin to make the
connection by talking
about the good things
God made for them to
enjoy.

OK
= TO COPY

Fall Quarter
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God Creates

OK
TO COPY
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