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Lesson 10 

�Bible Point
God is with us.

Key Verse
“Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not 
be terrified; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with 
you wherever you go” 
(Joshua 1:9).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will remember 
that God is always with 
them.

Y our 5- and 6-year-olds still need help with many things, such as learning to count, 
crossing the street, or riding a bicycle. As children get older, their needs may 

change, and the people who meet those needs sometimes change: teachers, friends, 
or child-care providers. Use this lesson to help kids understand that God will always be 
with them. No matter what else changes, kids can count on God.

Joshua Becomes Leader of 
Israel Joshua 1:1-11

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started
about 10 min.

Welcoming Song
Sing or listen to songs 
to welcome everyone 
to church.

CD player 
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Key Verse 
Activity
about 10 min.

Wherever You Go 
Discover that God is 
always with them.

Bible

3

Bible 
Exploration

about 15 min.

Theo’s News 
Find out what a 
lightweight dumbbell 
has to do with the 
Bible.

Surprise Box (any box will 
do), Theo puppet, CD player, 
lightweight dumbbell  
Teacher Pack: CD

Place the lightweight 
dumbbell in the 
Surprise Box, 
and hide the box 
where it’s easily 
accessible.  

Bible Time: Brave 
New Career 
Hear the events in the 
Bible passage, and 
try to act out new job 
descriptions.

Bible, scissors
Teacher Pack: “Job 
Description” cards

Cut apart the “Job 
Description” cards.

 Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

4

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life
about 20 min.  

(Choose 2 centers.)

Center 1: God Helps Me
Write or draw about times 
God helped them.

My Bible Playground, 
washable markers, pens, 
scrap paper, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Remove the Lesson 
10 pages from each 
My Bible Playground 
student book.

Center 2: God Is With Me 
Snack 
Make a snack reminder 
of how God is always with 
them.

paper plates, 1 slice of bread 
per child, person-shaped 
cookie cutters, jelly, plastic 
knives, raisins, mini-chocolate 
chips, coconut, antibacterial 
gel (optional)

Center 3: God’s With Us 
Pass a ball and discuss 
times they need to know 
God is with them.

paper, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Center 4: Footprints of a 
Leader
Do a cooperative craft to 
remember that God helps 
them.

paper, pencils, crayons

5

Lasting 
Impressions

about 10 min.

Daily Challenges 
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

My Bible Playground, 
washable markers

“God With Us” Prayer 
Invite God into all parts of 
their lives.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

 Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Joshua Becomes Leader of Israel
Joshua 1:1-11

God With You

As we begin this passage, Moses had died and 
Joshua had taken over the leadership of the 
Israelites, as had been arranged in advance 
(Deuteronomy 31:1-8). Joshua 1:5 tells us that God 
was going to be with Joshua in the same way he had 
been with Moses.

God at Work Through You

The question may arise: Why was it okay for the 
Israelites to kill other people and take away their 
land? This is a complicated question. However, one 
point seems apparent: God was using Israel to judge 
the immoral people who lived in the land at the time. 
Just as Israel was later defeated and their land taken 
away because of sin, so God was using Israel as an 
instrument of punishment, taking away the land of the 
Canaanites because of their sin.

God’s Plan for You

In this passage God gave Joshua a command of 
encouragement (“Be strong and courageous”), a 
condition for success (“obey all the law my servant 
Moses gave you”), and a promise of his presence 
(“the Lord your God will be with you wherever you 
go”). God had a plan for Israel, and Joshua was 
the instrument through which he was going to 
accomplish that plan.

God Goes Before You

What more could Joshua ask for? All he had to do 
was follow what God laid out for him, and God would 
be there to assure his success. However unsure or 
discouraged Joshua might have been at the death 
of Moses, this visit from God rejuvenated him. The 
first thing recorded after God’s message to him is 

Joshua’s ordering the leaders to get the people ready 
to cross the Jordan. The Israelites were ready to 
move into the Promised Land, and God was going to 
give them the land.

The Jesus Connection

Our plans and God’s plans don’t always match. We 
want to be happy now; God wants to give us greater 
joy as we surrender our lives to his service. When we 
commit our lives to Christ, he uses us to accomplish 
his mission. God promises the same thing to us that 
he promised to Joshua: He’ll be with us all the time. 
On the lines below, write a prayer about one area of 
your life in which you need to know God is with you. 
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Welcoming Song

 Tip Consistently use the same signal to announce a transition to the 
next activity. You could flip the lights off and on, use a train whistle, have a 
puppet rustling inside a bag, or sing cleanup songs. Keep it simple, consistent, 
and fun.

What You’ll Do 
As the children arrive, greet each child and welcome him or her with a smile. When it’s 
time to begin, use your signal to bring the children together in a circle. Lead kids in 
doing the motions and singing “My God Is So Great” (track 25 on the CD).

My God is so great, (stretch arms out over head)
So strong and so mighty! (bend arms to show strong muscles) 
There’s nothing my God cannot do! (shake finger back and forth in a “no” motion)  
(Repeat.)

The mountains are his; (tent hands together to make a mountain) 
The rivers are his. (scoop hands together to make a valley) 
The stars are his handiwork, too. (wiggle fingers above head to make stars)  

My God is so great, (stretch arms out over head)
So strong and so mighty! (bend arms to show strong muscles) 
There’s nothing my God cannot do (shake finger back and forth in a “no” motion) 
For you, and you, and you! (speak the words and point to each child)

(Repeat from the beginning.)

Say: It’s wonderful to see you all here today. Thanks for coming to church. Today 
we’ll learn about how great God is because  GOD IS WITH US all the time. Let’s 
sing a song about how God will be with us wherever we go. Lead children in doing 
the motions and singing “Wherever You Go” (Joshua 1:9) (track 5 on the CD).

Have I not commanded you? (shrug shoulders as if asking a question)
Be strong and courageous. (flex muscles)
Do not be terrified; (pretend to hide)
Do not be discouraged, (make happy faces)
For the Lord your God will be with you (pretend to hold God’s hand)
Wherever you go. (march around) 
Wherever you go. (march around) 
(Repeat twice.)

Welcoming Song
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “My God Is So 
Great” (track 25), 
“Wherever You Go” 
(Joshua 1:9) (track 5)



133

Lesson 10Pre-K & K/Ages 5 & 6 Fall Quarter

Wherever you go. (march around) 
Wherever you go. (march around) 
Wherever you go. (march around) 

“Wherever You Go” (Joshua 1:9) by Jay Stocker. © 2006 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Say: Everywhere we go,  GOD IS WITH US. We can follow God in everything we 
do. Today we’ll learn about how God was with Joshua, too. We can trust and follow 
our amazing God in everything we do and say.

2  KEY VERSE 
                     ACTIVITY

Wherever You Go 

What You’ll Do 
Have kids sit in a circle. Open your Bible to Joshua 1:9, and show children the words. 
Tell kids that the Bible is God’s special book.

Say: Our Key Verse from the Bible, Joshua 1:9, says, “Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.” That means God’s always with us to 
take care of us and we don’t need to be afraid. Let’s practice our simplified Key 
Verse together. Lead kids in repeating the simplified Key Verse with you: “God will be 
with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).

Let’s learn a song about how God is with us wherever we go to help us remember 
today’s Key Verse. Teach kids “God Will Be With You” (not on the CD) to the tune of 
“The Mulberry Bush.” Once kids are familiar with the words and tune, add the motions 
as you sing.

 God is with you (point to someone)
Wherever you go, (march in place)
Wherever you go, (march in place)
Wherever you go. (march in place)
God is with you (point to someone)
Wherever you go, (march in place)
He loves to be with you. (hug self)

As you sing, let kids suggest places to go. Replace the words “wherever you go” with 
the names of the places. Have children act out motions to go with the locations. For 
example, kids might pretend to read a book if they suggested the library, or they might 
pretend to swim if they sing about the pool. 

Wherever You Go
Supplies

Bible
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Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Tell about your favorite place to go.
 n  Would you rather go to your favorite place alone or with a friend? Why? 
 n  What do you think of God being with you wherever you go?

Say: God can be our best friend. No matter where we go,  GOD IS WITH US. 
That’s how much God loves you! If you have something going on and you want to 
talk to God, he’s always right there with you, and he can help you in any situation.

3  BIBLE
           EXPLORATION

Theo’s News

What You’ll Do 
Say: Friends, it’s time for Theo’s News! Have the children sit in a circle. Then begin 
“Here, Theo” (track 3 on the CD). When the CD segment ends, bring out the Surprise 
Box, and put the Theophilus the FaithRetriever puppet on your hand. Then follow along 
with the script.

Theo: (out of breath) Hi, everybody!
Teacher: Hello, Theo! What are you up to?
Theo: I’m working out a bit. My mom works out, and I want to be like her.
Teacher: Let’s look inside the Surprise Box to see what Theo dug up for us today.
(Invite a child to open the Surprise Box, and have the kids pass the lightweight dumbbell 
around the circle so everyone can see it up close. Give kids time to guess what they’ll 
learn from the Bible today.)
Teacher: This dumbbell could help someone get stronger. Kids, do you know anyone 
who works out to be strong? 
(Pause for kids to answer your question.) 
Teacher: That reminds me of how Joshua trusted that God was with him when he got a 
new job. The job was pretty tough. Joshua took over as the leader of the Israelites in the 
passage we’re going to read today.
Theo: Oh, that does sound like a tough job. 
Teacher: We’ll all have tough jobs to do sometimes. But no matter what kind of job we 
do, we can be courageous and brave because  GOD IS WITH US everywhere we go 
and in everything we do.
Theo: Well, I’d better get this dumbbell back to my mom. Have fun, boys and girls!
Teacher: Let’s say goodbye to Theo.

Encourage the children to wave or say goodbye to Theo. Then put Theo away in a safe 
place for next week’s use.

Theo’s News
Supplies

Surprise Box (any box 
will do)

Theo puppet
CD player
lightweight dumbbell
Teacher Pack
CD: “Here, Theo” 
(track 3)

Theo’s News
Easy Prep

Place the lightweight 
dumbbell in the 
Surprise Box, and hide 
the box where it’s easily 
accessible.
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Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think of trusting God when things are tough like we talked 

about with Theo? 
 n  Tell about a time you had a tough job to do. 
 n  How can you trust God to be with you no matter what you’re doing?

Say: Theo helped us uncover some of the things we’re going to learn today. No 
matter what happens or where we are,  GOD IS WITH US even in the tough 
times. 
 

Bible Time: Brave New Career

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to Joshua 1:1-11, and show kids the words. Tell kids that the Bible is 
God’s special book. 

Say: Moses was very old, and he died. When he was gone, God needed someone 
else to lead his people. He chose Joshua. God told Joshua many times to be brave 
and courageous in how he led the Israelite people. Our passage tells us how God 
wanted Joshua to lead the people in the right ways—to go to the Promised Land 
with them. Joshua could do his job because God was with him.

Let’s play a game to help us remember what Joshua’s new job was like for him. 
Form three groups. Distribute the “Job Description” cards. Have kids take a few minutes 
to look at their cards and decide how to do the job shown there. Allow time for each 
child to act out the job description for their group. Then have groups switch cards and 
play again.

As kids play, say: Remember that God is with you in everything. When Joshua had a 
new job to do, he trusted God to help him accomplish what he had to do. 

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How did you decide what to do that would show your group the job on your 

card? 
 n  Tell about a time you had to do something you’d never done before. 
 n  How can you remember God’s with you the next time you do something for 

the first time?

Say: You acted out different jobs to remind you of how Joshua got a new job. 
God was with Joshua all the time. We can be brave and courageous like Joshua 
because no matter what we face in life,  GOD IS WITH US in all things.

Bible Time: Brave New 
Career
Supplies

Bible
scissors
Teacher Pack
“Job Description” cards

Bible Time: Brave New 
Career
Easy Prep

Cut apart the “Job 
Description” cards.
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4  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Choose at least two of the learning centers to help reinforce today’s Bible lesson. 
Gather the needed materials, and put the supplies in an out-of-sight area until you’re 
ready for them. Allow the children to choose which center they’d like to explore first. 
Then circulate among the children as they create and explore. Encourage them to 
make connections between their activities and the Bible by asking them the questions 
included with each center’s description.

 CENTER 1:

God Helps Me

What You’ll Do 
Say: God was with Joshua and prepared him to be brave in his new job. We can 
trust God to be with us and to help us, too.

Set out markers and pens. Distribute the My Bible Playground pages, and have kids 
write their names on their papers.

Say: God was with Joshua, and  GOD IS WITH US, too. In each of the four 
sections of your circle, draw a picture of a time God helped you. You might draw 
about how God helped you at school, on the playground, at home, or with your 
friends.

Circulate around the room to offer encouragement and ideas as needed. As kids work, 
play “Wherever You Go” (Joshua 1:9) in the background. When kids have finished 
drawing, have them form pairs. Give each pair a small crumpled piece of paper to 
use as a game piece. Let partners take turns tossing the paper wad onto their papers 
and describing the picture the paper wad lands on. If you have time, invite children to 
describe their pictures to the rest of the group.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
 n How did you see the ways God has helped you in your life? 
 n How do you need God to be with you this week? 

Say: Just as God was with Joshua wherever he went, God will be with you 
wherever you go. God was with Joshua, and  GOD IS WITH US! We can 
remember some of the times God has helped us and has been with us. And we can 
trust that God will be with us in the future, too.

Center 1: God Helps 
Me
Supplies

My Bible Playground
washable markers
pens
scrap paper
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Wherever You Go”  
(Joshua 1:9) (track 5)

Center 1: God Helps 
Me
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 
10 pages from each 
My Bible Playground 
student book.
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 CENTER 2:

God Is With Me Snack

What You’ll Do 
Have children clean their hands. Then gather everyone around the table.

Give each child a slice of bread on a paper plate. Let kids use person-shaped cookie 
cutters to cut two people shapes from their bread slices. (You might want to save the 
bread crusts to feed to ducks or other critters.)

Say:  GOD IS WITH US and helps us wherever we go. Let’s send our bread 
people on an adventure. Here’s the catch: Don’t separate your bread people during 
the adventure. Have kids pretend to walk their bread people around on the table. You 
can create obstacles with your hands as kids’ bread people explore.

Let kids each spread jelly on their bread people and then use raisins and chocolate 
chips to add eyes and buttons. Let kids use coconut for the hair. 

Remind kids that God is their friend, and God is always right next to them like their 
bread people stuck together. When they’re finished decorating the bread people, have 
kids press the jelly sides together so they have sandwiches.

Say: Let’s thank God for being with us wherever we go and for providing this snack. 
Thank God for the snack, and then let kids enjoy their treats.

As kids eat their snacks, say: You were careful with your bread people. God is even 
more careful with you.  GOD IS WITH US when we try to do new things, and 
he helps us follow him. These snacks are a good reminder about how  GOD IS 
WITH US.

 CENTER 3:

God’s With Us

What You’ll Do 
Say: There are lots of times we can trust and believe that God is with us. Whether 
we’re at home or with friends,  GOD IS WITH US and can help us with everything 
in our lives. God helped Joshua lead all of his people. 

Crumple paper into a ball. Sit with kids in a circle. Pass the ball to anyone in the circle. 
When each child receives the ball, he or she will say one time or way God is with him or 
her and then pass the ball on to another person. Play “Praise the Lord” (Psalm 150:6) 
(track 10 on the CD) as kids play. 

Continue playing as time and interest allow.

Center 2: God Is With 
Me Snack
Supplies

paper plates
1 slice of bread per 
child

person-shaped cookie 
cutters

jelly
plastic knives
raisins
mini-chocolate chips
coconut
antibacterial gel 
(optional)

 

! ALLERGY
 ALERT

Center 3: God’s With 
Us
Supplies

paper
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Praise the Lord” 
(Psalm 150:6) 
(track 10)
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Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  Explain whether it’s easy or difficult to think of times God was with you. 

Why is that? 
 n How do you know whether God is with you right now?
 n What’s one way you’ll trust God this week?

Say: We can trust God all the time. Whatever we’re doing,  GOD IS WITH US. We 
can trust God to help us be brave, or to be strong, or to be wise, or anything else 
we know God wants us to be. In everything we do, we can make God happy if we 
remember that he’s with us.

 CENTER 4:

Footprints of a Leader

What You’ll Do 
Say: In the Bible, we learned that God told Joshua he would be the new leader of 
the Israelites, God’s people, after Moses died. God said he would be with Joshua 
and help him with this big job. We’re going to do a craft to help us remember that 
 GOD IS WITH US, too.

Have children form pairs, and give each child a sheet of paper and a pencil. Have 
partners work together to trace each other’s feet onto the paper. Once their feet have 
been traced, have the children decorate the inside of their own footprints.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Talk about someone you know who will always help you, like your partner 

just helped.
 n How does it help you to know God is always with you? 

Say: God told Joshua that he would be with him to help him with his new job as 
leader of the Israelites. Your partner was with you and helped you. Take home your 
footprints to remind you that  GOD IS WITH US, too.

Center 4: Footprints of 
a Leader
Supplies

paper
pencils
crayons
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5  LASTING
              IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
After the children have cleaned up the centers, sit with kids in a circle on the floor. 
Review the lesson activities and the Bible Point, and then encourage the children to 
share what they enjoyed learning from the Bible today.

Also use this time to challenge kids in their faith. Encourage them to choose a Daily 
Challenge for applying today’s lesson to their lives throughout the week. Use this 
challenge to encourage your children’s growing relationships with Jesus.

Talk With Kids 
Say: Today we learned that we  GOD IS WITH US. I’d like each of you to choose 
one of these Daily Challenges to practice being with God in all times and places.

Give kids these three Daily Challenge ideas to choose from: 
1. Make a name tag for God. Decorate it so it’s really pretty. Put it on your shirt or 

backpack so it’s with you wherever you go for a day.
2. Take a walk with your mom or dad. Along the way, have a conversation and 

include God in it.
3. Do something you’ve never done before. You could help your mom bake 

cookies, or you could try to do three somersaults in a row. As you try to do this 
new thing, talk to God and ask him to be with you.

Say: If you want to make a name tag, circle choice number 1. If you want to take 
a walk, circle choice number 2. If you want to try to do something you’ve never 
done before, circle choice number 3. Check that each child circled a choice on his or 
her My Bible Playground page. Make sure you tell kids the challenge you choose. Your 
commitment will inspire children and will give them an opportunity to see God at work in 
your life as well as in theirs!

“God With Us” Prayer

What You’ll Do 
Have kids form pairs. Say: As we pray, put your arm around your partner’s shoulders 
and walk together to remind you that God is with you everywhere. Give kids a 
chance to thank God for being with them. Then close the prayer.

Pray: Dear God, thank you for being with us this week. We want to invite you into 
every area of our lives. When we’re at school, when we’re at home, and when we’re 
sleeping. We love you, and we’re glad you’re our friend. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

My Bible Playground
washable markers
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 Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their My Bible Playground pages whether they worked on 
them or not. Have the children tell their parents the challenge they committed to in the 
“Daily Challenges” activity. Encourage parents to help their kids fulfill this commitment 
throughout the week. By working together and focusing on the same goals, you and 
parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.


