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God Gives Victory Over Jericho
Joshua 6:1-27
. . u
irst- and second-graders are well aware of how small they are and how many things u
they need help doing. Because it’s an abstract concept, they may not initially know |
what it means to go to God for things. But when the concept is connected to concrete
examples, they’ll be able to make the connection. Use this lesson to help children see »Bible Point

that God is powerful enough to always care for them and never let them down, no
matter the circumstances.

’Round and 'Round
We Go

(about 15 min.)

Act out the Israelites
marching around
Jericho.

activity, scissors
Teacher Pack: CD,

“City of Jericho” poster,
“God Gives Victory Over
Jericho” poster (from the
Big Bible Poster Pack)

—

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP
Power Tag
1 (about 10 min.)
Getting Play a game of Tagto | Bible
learn that they need
Started God’s power.
Bible, scissors, marker, Cut the poster into 3
tape, paper o horizontal strips as
Teacher Pack: City of | indicated by the cut lines.
Jericho™ poster, Bible (Wait until directed in
Trumpets vs.a Wall | Timeline the activity to cut on the
(about 20 min.) vertical cut lines of the
Learn about Jericho’s top section.) Number the
wall, and make backs of the strips 1, 2,
“trumpets.” and 3, with number 1
on the top of the poster,
number 2 in the middle,
and number 3 at the
2 bottom of the scene.
Bible_ CD player, trumpets from
Exploration the “Trumpets vs. a Wall”

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

Grades 1 & 2

Lesson 13

God’s power works for
good.

Key Verse

“Cast all your anxiety on
him because he cares
for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

Weaving Faith
Into Life

Kids will thank God for
his power in their lives.

Fall Quarter
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LESSON

WHAT CHILDREN DO

SUPPLIES

EASY PREP

3

Weaving
Faith
Into Life

Charged With God’s
Power

(about 10 min.)

Make “batteries” as a
reminder to depend on
God’s power.

My Bible Fun, several
pairs of scissors

Tear out the Lesson 13
pages from each My
Bible Fun student book.

Power Prayers
(about 5 min.)

Write feelings about
God’s power in their
lives.

My Bible Fun, pens

4

Lasting
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily
Challenge to apply
God’s Word.

My Bible Fun, pens

Weaving Faith at
Home

(about 2 min.)

Talk about how to
share what they
learned with their
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

Lesson 13
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God Gives Victory Over Jericho

Joshua 6:1-27

God Promises Victory at Jericho

Archaeologists have found the site of ancient Jericho
but are still uncertain which city is the one delivered
into the hands of the Israelites because it has been
destroyed so many times. In light of the curse put
upon Jericho in Joshua 6:26, the archaeological
findings are interesting indeed.

Joshua Receives a
Message From God

While scouting out the city, Joshua was no doubt
surprised to see a man with a drawn sword in

front of him (Joshua 5:13). We don’t know if this
was an appearance of God himself, a preincarnate
appearance of Jesus, or an angel; however, we do
know that he was someone sent from God. Notice
how the messenger responds to Joshua’s question:
“Are you for us or for our enemies?” The messenger
was the commander of the Lord’s army. It was up to
Joshua and Israel to be on the Lord’s side, not for the
commander to be on Joshua’s side!

In the middle of God’s message to Joshua, the writer
stops to mention a very important fact in Joshua

6:1: The people of Jericho had closed up their city,
counting on its strong fortifications to protect them.
It was so firmly sealed that no one could go in or out.
This meant that no one from Jericho would get in the
way as the Israelites marched around the city walls!

God Fulfills the Promlse

Notice that God not only told Joshua what to do but
also told him precisely what would happen (Joshua 6:5).
Assuming that the word from God spread among the
Israelites, imagine their increasing anticipation as the
army marched silently around the city day after day and
then seven times on the seventh day. The people knew

Grades 1 & 2

BIBLE BACKGROUND
OR LEADERS

that God was about to do something spectacular!

Just as promised, Rahab and her family were spared
because of the faith she had shown in hiding the
Hebrew spies. God’s power worked to save her and
the Israelites, while at the same time it was working
to destroy the inhabitants of Jericho for their idolatry
and immorality.

The Jesus Connection

A relationship with Jesus allows us to walk in
confidence, as his power of forgiveness has given
us freedom. His love for us provides us with what we
need to be clean in his perfect eyes.

Take a few minutes to write down as many words of
prayer as you can that show the character of God.
Each day, meditate on one of these characteristics
and how God has shown those characteristics in your
life. Give God praise, and acknowledge God’s mighty
work in your life.

Lesson 13 Fall Quarter
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1 GeTTiING
STARTED

Power Tag

What You’ll Do u u
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Put children in two teams for a game of Tag. Explain that one team will represent people’s
power and the other team will represent God’s power. Ask one child to be “It,” and then
designate an area of the room to be the “safe zone.”

Have members of the People’s Power team scatter around the room. Explain that the
members of the People’s Power team can only walk heel-to-toe, while members of the
God’s Power team can take giant steps.

Say: If a member of the God’s Power team links elbows with a member of the
People’s Power team, both players can take giant steps.

Tell children that the goal is for members of the God’s Power team to escort as many
members of the People’s Power team as possible to the safe zone before “It” tags them.
“It” can tag only members of the People’s Power team. If “It” tags someone who isn’t
linked with someone from the God’s Power team, that person becomes another “It.”

When children understand the rules, have them play Power Tag. After a few minutes, have
kids switch roles.

Say: In our game, people had a little bit of power, but God’s power was much, much
greater. Like that, people need God’s power to help them. Our Key Verse today tells
us about people’s power and God’s power.

Open your Bible to 1 Peter 5:7, and show the passage to kids. Say: Listen while | read
our Key Verse: “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” That
means God wants us to listen to him and trust him to take care of us. Lead kids in
the adapted verse: God’s mighty hand cares for you (1 Peter 5:7). Have kids repeat the
adapted Key Verse with you several times.

Talk With Kids u
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:

m How did God’s power make a difference in this game?
m  What was it like to be without God’s power in this game?

Lesson 13 Grades 1 & 2
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®  How would you compare people’s power with God’s power?
m How does God’s power work in our lives?

Say: There are lots of things in life we’re just not powerful enough to do by
ourselves. Today we’ll read in the Bible about a group of people who just weren’t
powerful enough to do something on their own. They relied on God’s power,
though. We’'ll learn that » GOD’S POWER WORKS FOR GOOD in our lives. Let’s
find out what happened.

2 BIBLE
EXPLORATION

Trumpets vs. a Wall

What You’ll Do u u

Open your Bible to Joshua 6, and show kids the passage. Say: God is so powerful.
Today we’ll hear how he did something especially powerful to help the Israelites.
Wwe’ll also learn how P GOD’S POWER WORKS FOR GOOD in our lives.

Have children sit in a circle. Then show “God Gives Victory Over Jericho” on the Bible
Timeline.

Say: God told the Israelites to take over the city of Jericho. Jericho was a city that
was built on a hill—a hill that looked like this.

Remove the “City of Jericho” poster strip depicting the hill (section number 2), and show
it to the kids. Then let kids help you tape the ends of the strip together to form a circular
hill. Let the kids pass around the hill to look at it, and then set it in the center of your
circle.

Say: The city of Jericho sat on top of this hill. At the top of the hill, the people of
Jericho had built tall, thick walls around the city. The walls were so thick that
people’s houses were built right inside the walls! Let’s see how that might have
looked.

Show kids the top picture strip of the “City of Jericho” poster (section number 1). Let
kids get a close look at the picture as you point out how thick the walls were and how
people’s houses were built right into the walls. Show kids the scarlet cord hanging from
Rahab’s window, and say: One woman named Rahab helped the Israelite spies. This
is her window.

Grades 1 & 2 Lesson 13
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Trumpets vs. a Wall

Supplies

Bible

SCissors

marker

tape

paper

Teacher Pack

“City of Jericho” poster
Bible Timeline

Trumpets vs. a Wall
Easy Prep

Cut the poster into

3 horizontal strips

as indicated by the

cut lines. (Wait until
directed in the activity
to cut on the vertical
cut lines of the top
section.) Number the
backs of the strips 1, 2,
and 3, with number 1
on the top of the poster,
number 2 in the middle,
and number 3 at the
bottom of the scene.

Fall Quarter
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Invite kids to tape the city strip to the top of the middle strip showing the circular hill.
Place the circular hill and city back in the center of the circle.

Say: Before we find out what happened next, let’s remember our Key Verse. Have
kids repeat the adapted Key Verse with you: God’s mighty hand cares for you (1 Peter
5:7). Then invite kids to talk about what things the Israelites could do with God’s power.

Say: God told Joshua that the Israelites wouldn’t need any weapons or tools to
knock down Jericho’s walls. God told Joshua that instead of weapons, the Israelites
would use something else to win against Jericho. Here’s what God told Joshua.

Read aloud Joshua 6:2-5. Then show kids the final picture strip from the poster. Let kids
help tape the strip to the bottom of the hill.

Say: The Israelites knew that Jericho was a well-protected city. They must’ve
wondered how trumpets could knock down those thick walls. Let’s make our own
trumpets to think about this some more.

Distribute paper to children, and show them how to roll up a piece of paper to make a
megaphone or trumpet shape. Tape the edges of kids’ papers so their “trumpets” will
hold their shape. Then let kids practice making noises with their trumpets.

Talk With Kids u
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
= What do you think about the way God told the Israelites to take over
Jericho?
m Tell about something you need God’s power to help you with.
m How does knowing you have God’s power help you?

Say: God told the Israelites that by his power they would win the city of Jericho. God
wanted the Israelites to understand that they could not win the city with their own
power; they needed God’s power. Our Bible Point tells us that » GOD’S POWER
WORKS FOR GOOD in our lives.

Lesson 13 Grades 1 & 2
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’Round and ’'Round We Go

What You’ll Do ECom

Show the “God Gives Victory Over Jericho” poster. Say: Let’s see what happened to
the city of Jericho.

Have all of the children hold on to their trumpets and form a circle around the circular
city.

Say: The first day, the Israelite army marched around the city once. No one was to
make a sound except for the priests, who were to blow their trumpets.

Allow all the children to act like “priests” so they can all pretend to blow their paper
trumpets as they walk around the wall one time.

Play “Trumpeting” (track 19 on the CD). Pause the CD when kids have finished walking
around the city once.

Say: The second day, the Israelite army marched around the city again. No one was to
make a sound except for the priests, who were to blow their trumpets.

Have children walk around the wall one time and blow their trumpets. Play “Trumpeting”
(track 19 on the CD). After the children have walked around the wall once, pause the
CD. Continue, having children walk around the wall one time for each of the third, fourth,
fifth, and sixth days.

Say: On the seventh day, the Israelite army had different instructions. God told them
to walk around the city seven times while the priests blew their trumpets. After seven
times around, the priests would give a good long blast on their trumpets. When this
happened, the Israelites were supposed to shout really loudly.

Play “Trumpeting” (track 19 on the CD). Have the children walk around the wall seven
times and blow their trumpets. When they’ve walked around the wall seven times, have

Grades 1 & 2 Lesson 13
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’Round and 'Round

We Go

Supplies

CD player

trumpets from the
“Trumpets vs. a Wall”
activity

SCissors

Teacher Pack

CD: “Trumpeting”
(track 19)

“City of Jericho” poster
“God Gives Victory Over
Jericho” poster (from
the Big Bible Poster

Pack)

Fall Quarter
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Charged With God’s
Power

Supplies

My Bible Fun

several pairs of scissors

Charged With God’s
Power

Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 13
pages from each My
Bible Fun student book.

Fall Quarter

them give a loud shout. At that point, cut on the four vertical cut lines on the top section,
and bend down the walls of Jericho. Turn off the CD player.

Say: When the army shouted, the high, thick walls of Jericho fell down! The Israelite
army was able to go right into the city.

Talk With Kids u
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
m  How does what happened with the walls of Jericho help you believe in
God’s power?
m  What can you tell others about God’s power this week?

Say: The Israelite army may have had a lot of very strong, powerful people in it. But
no matter how powerful those people were, they still needed God’s power. God
reminded the Israelites that his power was greater than theirs. They didn’t need to
be anxious; they just needed to trust in God’s power over their own. You and | don’t
need to be anxious either. We just need to trust in God’s power over our own. Our
Bible Point tells us that » GOD’S POWER WORKS FOR GOOD.

< \WEAVING FAITH
INTO LIFE

Charged With God’s Power

What You’ll Do u n
Say: God’s power is so great that he knocked down the walls of Jericho. Let’s
make something to remind us to rely on God’s power this week.

Give each child a Lesson 13 My Bible Fun page, and point out the “Charged With God’s
Power” section on the page.

Distribute scissors, and show children how to cut out the “battery” and then the “charge
level indicator.” Say: When a battery’s power is getting low, the charge level will drop
to the bottom. But when the battery has full power, the charge level will show that.

Help kids cut a slit where indicated near the bottom of the battery. Show kids how they
can slide the indicators into the slit from the back of the batteries and move them down
to show low power and up to show full power.

Say: ’ll read a few situations. Show me with your batteries if the person in each
situation is running on low power or the supercharged power of God.

Lesson 13 Grades 1 & 2
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= | was having trouble keeping up at school. At first, | thought | should just
handle it by myself. But then | remembered to trust in God’s power. | prayed
for help, and | talked to my parents about my problems with school. Now
I have a tutor, and I’m doing a lot better. Have kids hold up their batteries to
show the charge levels.

m This boy down the street from me is always picking on me. He’s always
riding his bike and chasing me, and he likes to knock my books out of my
hands. | don’t want to be a wimp, though, so I'll just keep dealing with him
myself. Have kids hold up their batteries to show the charge levels.

m  Sometimes when I’m afraid, it really helps me to remember things I’'ve read
about in the Bible. | think about all the times God has helped other people,
and it reminds me that God is with me, too. Nothing is stronger than God,
so | always feel braver when | think of him. Have kids hold up their batteries
to show the charge levels.

Talk With Kids u
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
m How could God’s power work in those situations?
m How do you hope God’s power will work in your life?
m How can you trust God to take care of you?

Say: P GOD’S POWER WORKS FOR GOOD, just like it did with the Israelites. We

can always be sure that God will take care of us, and he’ll use his power to do it. This
week, give all your worries to God and trust that he’ll use his power for your good.

Power Prayers

What You’ll Do u u

Say: Let’s thank God for using his power in our lives.

Distribute pens. Have kids turn to the “Power Prayers” section of their My Bible Fun
pages. Explain that on each brick of the wall, kids can write one word or symbol that

Grades 1 & 2 Lesson 13
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Power Prayers
Supplies

My Bible Fun
pens

Fall Quarter
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Daily Challenges
Supplies

My Bible Fun
pens

Fall Quarter

tells God how they feel about having his power in their lives. For example, kids could
write “thanks,” “wow!” or “love” on the bricks. Or they could draw hearts or smiles.

After kids finish, let willing kids share what they wrote or drew with the rest of the group.

Talk With Kids u

Say: We can always pray for God’s power in our lives. And when we pray, it helps
us know what to do. God’s always with us, and » GOD’S POWER WORKS FOR
GOOD in our lives. Let’s remember what God did to help the Israelites this week
when we face struggles.

4 | ASTING
IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do ECoE
Say: Let’s think about how P GOD’S POWER WORKS FOR GOOD.

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges in their My Bible Fun pages and choose one
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
m  Each night before you go to bed, draw a picture of how God used his power
to help you that day.
= Run around your front yard until you start to get tired, and then thank God
for his power because when we are weak, he is strong!
m  Whenever you use a TV, microwave, or radio, thank God for his power.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the
same.

Talk With Kids u
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
m  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a
time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: God used his power to help the Israelites conquer Jericho. Let’s be confident

this week that » GOD’S POWER WORKS FOR GOOD as we follow through on our
Daily Challenges.

Lesson 13 Grades 1 & 2
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Weaving Faith at Home

Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and
what they learned about how God’s power works for good in our lives. Kids can also
do the activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their
families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Take a couple of minutes to pray with your kids, thanking God that he loves us and he
uses his power for good. Pray: God, we bring all our worries, hopes, and fears to
you. We know that you love us and that you’re powerful. Help us trust that you’re
always using your power for good. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Grades 1 & 2 Lesson 13

Fall Quarter
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Games that'll help kids actually
remember what they learned!

Order today!
Visit group.com or
your favorite Christian retailer.

The Giant Book of Games
for Children’s Ministry

This JAM-PACKED, CHOCK-FULL book of more than 200 GIANT-SIZED games
will fill your ministry with TONS of fun and laughter! With a variety of games

for preschoolers through preteens, you'll find the perfect game for every
occasion!

Each of these fun-filled games is tied to a different topic, with a Scripture
connection and discussion to help kids understand the Bible point.

Every game includes an overview that details the game’s energy level,

supply level, age level, and preparation needed, so you'll be able to find
the best fit for your needs.

Your kids will love
them-—and you will, too!

p ISBN 978-1-4707-0424-7

Only $2922



et kids into the Bible!

Hands-On Bible®

Jesus taught with hands-on lessons and
illustrations. The Hands-On Bible uses the same
experience-based learning to communicate
God’s Word in an active, understandable way.
With hundreds of fun, memorable activities (a
“Do-It" activity in EVERY feature!) and the full
New Living Translation text, the Hands-On Bible
is packed with activities and experiences that
invite kids to crawl inside the Scriptures
and “do” God's Word!

The Hands=0n Bible
explodes with..

# Unique games, snacks, and crafts
that tie into Bible passages,

Special full-color pages that make learning Bible facts easy,
@ Plus the kid-friendly New Living Translation.

i ( Engage kids i .
Wow kids with God's gag n ways they learn best with
master plan that ~N " Hands-0n Bible Experiences!
includes them!

4\

Kids do Key Verse Activities
t.hat help them understand and
S live Scripture.

Help children build lifelong
friendships with Christ through
Jesus Connections! b

Get the Hands=0n Bible for your kids TODAY!

» HARDCOVER - 978-1-4143-3768-5
$24.99 In Canada $28.99

» SOFTCOVER - 978-1-4143-3769-2
$19.99 In Canada $22.99

For more information, go to group.com or call 800.447.1070 in Canada, 800.403.5598



Secret weapons for
getting kids’ attention!

Throw & Tell® Balls
THROW & TELL BALLS Forage 3+ only
Group’s Throw & Tell Balls get—and keep—Kkids’ attention when you finish a
lesson early, kids show up grumpy, or you need an icebreaker—fast! Simply [A] ATTENTION-GRABBER THROW & TELL BALL for Children’s Ministry
inflate a sturdy, colorful ball and let kids toss the ball around for a few seconds. Perfect for grabbing kids’ attention, then launching your lessons!

When you call “Time," the child holding the ball reads what’s written under his or

» ISBN 978-1-4707-2031-5 « $9.99 In Canada $10.99
her left thumb—and then everyone answers (or the child answers, depending

on how you choose to play). Kids love the Throw & Tell Balls, and you'll love [B] PRAYER THROW & TELL BALL for Children’s Ministry
seeing them open up, laugh, and connect with one another in this new way. 53 prayer prompts help kids learn more about poverty.
NOTE: All balls inflate to 24" diameter. Comes in hangable bag. » ISBN 978-1-4707-2032-2 - $9.99 In Canada $10.99

[C] ALL ABOUT ME THROW & TELL BALL for Children’s Ministry
Encourage kids to learn about each other and find

common connections!

(Al [B] » [SBN 978-1-4707-2033-9 - $9.99 In Canada $10.99

[DITHIS...OR THAT? THROW & TELL BALL for Preteen Ministry
Keep kids on the edge of their seats with this hilarious ball of fully
loaded questions.

» ISBN 978-1-4707-2034-6 « $9.99 In Canada $10.99

[E] PRESCHOOL THROW & TELL BALL for Preschool Ministry
It's fun. It's super-easy. It's bouncy. And it's GUARANTEED to get
your preschoolers to open up and interact!

il » [SBN 978-0-7644-7613-6 « $9.99 In Canada $10.99

[F] LIFE-APPLICATION THROW & TELL BALL for Children’s Ministry
D] — el Dozens of instant application activities!

>

» ISBN 978-1-4707-2030-8 « $9.99 In Canada $10.99

q m | [F]

[E]

| teach our 3rd - 5th grade Sunday school class and also our
pre-k second hour class. | used this for both classes and the
kids had a blast answering the questions about themselves
and learning about their friends.

—Children’s Ministry Leader, Lawton, OK

Order today! Visit group.com or your favorite Christian retailer.



The Encyclopedia of

Bible Crafts
for Children

Kids love crafts! And teachers love to use crafts that connect
with Bible stories. This hefty and handy volume offers
approximately 200 craft options for nearly every major Bible
story! Great add-on item for curriculum.

e 200 (give or take a few) field-tested crafts for every book
of the Bible in one easy-to-use, jumbo volume! Proven to
work and to delight children.

¢ Crafts will help children connect with Bible truths even
more memorably.

¢ Handy indexes help you find just the right craft for the
Bible story or Bible book you are teaching on.

» ISBN 978-0-7644-2395-6 - $29.99

Also Available:

The Encyclopedia
of Bible Crafts for
Preschoolers

» ISBN 978-0-7644-2621-6
$29.99

Order today! Visit group.com or your favorite Christian retailer.



